From: 
Sen! 

To: 

Subject: 



Saturday. Februar y 05. 2011 12 21 
Hoover. W8iam J.5"" 
Pw Need ou»ck guidance* 



Are/Have we sent some kmd of gunance to the Field along these 1MB? 



NOTlCF Thts e-Tiai! message and ary attached tiles are intended sote/y for the use of the addressee(s) namod above in 
connecter witn oficial business Th*s communicatfOfl may contain Controlled Unclassified MoflMfion that may be 
statutorily or othannM prohibited from being released wiPkhjI appropriate approval Any review use. o dissemination of 
this e-nan message and any attached 'leis) In any form outside of A~F or the Decatmen; of Just og without express 
■utoftzstori >s strictly prohbtfld. 



From SMQ ) 

To: Hoover, Wil liem ! , 

Sent: Thu Feb 03 !8:44 
Subject; FW: Need quick guidance 




CRM) 



fUSAAZ) 



I'd recommend something along these tfr.es * agents asx for guidance about how to reipono to contacts trom Senator's G-oss»e/s 
staff - 

Dunn-, the .ast week in January. Senator Crassly wrote to AIT. reporting allegations that ATF had sanctioned the sale of assault 
weapons :o suspected straw ourrhasers and that tiesc weapons were „sed m the killing of Customs and Border Protection Agent 
Bran lerry. 1 le Department has sect a Written response to Senator Grassiev. MM** Mm that these allegations are nc: true m" 
father -esporse to h.s requests, we e*oect :o schcoule a brWN by appropriate AH representatives with staff for Senator G:asstey 
and other Members ot the Senate Judiciary Commr.ee in the near future about Project dunrunner and AJT S tfloa to work with ts 
law enforcement partners to build cases that well disrupt and dismantle criminal organ Cations. 



As always, you vt m no way obligated 10 respond ro congressional contacts or recuests lor nformauon and generally, ionwten! 
■Ml AT* policy, you should refer eong-essional staff who seek information f»om v>u to ATF's office of concessional af airs Vou arc 
not author-;*" tx, disclose nOO-puNk Wc*W»«*e» »bo*t law gnfawtnurrt matter* o~rs ; c« a 4 ATF r tne U-'part men: of kiitlc* to 
••ivorte. including congressional staff, this ,s important to protect the independence and effectiveness of our law enforcement 
efforts as well as the privacy and due process totems of individuals who a-e involved to these investigations. 

If you have information about waste, fraud, or abuse w '.n»n ATf -or any actrons By Departmen! emsioyees that vou believe 
constitute professional misconduct, vou are rrcouiaged to repot! thai mlorrration 'o your supervisors and/o- the Department'; 
Office o' inspector Gercai 




FYI! 



Billy 

William J Hoover 
Deputy Director 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firea 
0)202 



....... no t. CE; This electronic transmission 

addressed, if you have received this transmiss' n 
message In its entirety (including all attachments) 



rms & Explosives 



confidential and intended only for the De'son(s) to whom it is 
in error, please notify the sender by return e-mail and destroy this 



From: Hoover, William j. 
Sent: Monday, J anuary 31, 2011 11:20 
To: |^H^;ODAG} (SMO) 
Cc: Melson, Kenneth 
(OAG) { 

Subject: FW: Contact from Sen. Grassiey's Office 



(SMO); 



We received a letier last week from Senator Grassley. It appt 
contacted the Senator's staff and made comments to them^l 




'We have convened a meeting 
this afternoon with our Chief Counsel, Field Operations, and the Office of Professional 
Responsibility and Security Operations. . 



We understand the law concerning the Whistle blower Protection Act fWPA) and will act in 
accordance. Howevet, Wt also have to ensure we fj'ow the guidelines of the Federal Rules of 
Criminal Procedure (FRCP) as well, We want to ensure we are doing the right thing. As you 
wi!l see in the email below, our special agent has contacted the Senator's Staff and raised 



I just spoke withMiHBH^^HIHHi^A^n anotner issue and informed him of this 
issue. You will note that I have cc'd him as well. 



I will reach out to you shortly to follow up. 



William J, Hoover 
Deputy Director 
Bureau of Alcohol, To bacco, Firearms & Explosives 

O) 202- 



MOTICE: This t*lec**on c transmission is confidential and intended only tor the person(s) to whom it Is 
addressed :f you have received this transmission in error, please notify the sender by return e-mail and destroy this 
message in «ls entirety (including all attachments). 



From: ■ 

Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 10:52 AM 
To: Hoover, William J. 

Subject: Contact from Sen. Grassley's Office 




reported that he had been contacted this mornine by Sen. Grassley's Chief Counsel for investigations 
who related the following: 



Our employee who came in to speak with them advised that he/she had advised h.s/her chain of command that he/she 
was coming In to speak to Sen. Grassley's staff as required by orders. Upon return, the employee was 'cal.ed to the 
carpet." caused to participate in two meetings, was accused of lying in the first meeting, and was ordered to write a 
memorandum disclos.ng everything that he/she had told the Senator's staff 

Sen. Grassley's counsel expressed concern that this may be a direct violation of the Whistteblower statute (retaliation) 
and that this could be perceived as an attempt to obstruct a congressional investigation. Sen. Grassley's counsel 
indicated that the Senator was having a private lunch with the Attorney General today and this would be the f>rst topic 
on his agenda when they meet. 



Office o f the Director 



